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RESUME OF ROBERT ROSS FOSSUM 
Robert Fossum was born on 17 Nov-
ember 192.8 in El Paso, Texas. He re-
ceived a B. S. in Mathematics with High 
Honors from the University of Idaho in 
1951 (Phi Beta Kappa), a M. S. in Math-
ematics from the Univer~.ity of Oregon in 
1956, and a Ph.D. in Statistics from Ore-
gon State University in 1969. 
He was in the Marine Corps from 
1946-47 and served on active duty as an 
officer with the U.S. Navy from 1951-54. 
From 1969 until November 1974 he 
was with ESL, Incorporated. His most 
recent position was Vice President and 
General Manager of their Electromagnetic Systems Laboratories. 
ESL is an engineering company which specializes in strategic re-
connaissance, tactical reconnaissance, telecommunications and en-
vironmental/ earth resources. He had complete engineering and 
administrative responsibility for programs and people as signed to 
the strategic reconnaissance area. Engineering responsibilities in-
cluded studies and analysis, hardware delivery, and technical mar-
keting. 
From 1956 to 1967 he was with Sylvania's Electronic Defense 
Laboratories in Mountain View, California. As a Laboratory Man-
ager he was responsible for ECM systems design, reconnaissance 
systems design, certain high frequency radar systems, etc. 
In November 1974 he was appointed Dean of Research at the 
Naval Postgraduate School, Monterey, California. 
He has published in the areas of atmospheric acoustic propa-
gation, intelligence analysis, statistical meteorology, and the de-
sign of electronic reconnaissance systems. He is a member of 
several government and industry panels. He is an associate mem-
ber of the Scientific Advisory Committee of the Defense Intelligence 
Agency. He is a member of the Advanced Research Projects Agency/ 
Defense Nuclear Agency Long Range R&D Planning Program {Ad-
vanced Technology Panel) and has been an observer on the Defense 
Science Board Net Technical Assessment Task Force. He has also 
been a member of the software coordinating group, WEMA. He is 
a member of the Institute of Mathematical Statistics, Naval Institute, 
Mathematical Association of America, American Meteorological 
Society, Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, Inc., 
American Management Association, and Sigma Xi. 
